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you : How mcanly foever, and unart- 

rended, it preſents it (elteto your view, 

yet It comes to you on a great err and, 

as the wibfull Meſle: ger of t all the 
peaccable and ri! r1g oht- aft (te C ty nes of. 
the Church of £ noland, and 1n their 
names, humbly craves a gracious ad- 

mittance* Had | it reg; adedihs pomp 
and oftentation of names, it might 
have gloried in a traine paſt number, 

It is but a poore ſtock that may be 
counted; Millions of hands (if that 
rumulcuary, and under-hand way of 
procured ſubſcriptions could have rea- 
lon to hope for favour in your eyes) 
{hall ar your leaſt Command, give at- 
teſtation to that, which this {croll 
doth in their names humbly tender 
unto you, 


Yeare now happily (chrough Gods 


bleſsing) mer in a much- longed- for 
Parli- 
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Parliament ; kt were bur 2 narrow 
word to ſay thatthe eyes of all us the 
good Subjects of the whole Realme 
are hxed upon your luccelic ; Certain 
ly there are not more eyes 1n theſet] three 
interefled King domes, then are now 
bent upon you; yea all the neighbou! 
Churches and Knglomes it I may 
not fay the w hole Chriſtian w orld 
and, no {mall part bevond it, look 

viſhly upon your faces, and with 
ſtrerched-out necks gaze atthe iſ]ue of 
your great | Meeting ; - Neither doub: 
wee but ſince Sov eraigne Authoriy 
hath for this purpolc both fummo- 
ned, and actuated you, you will not 
faile to produce ſome: hing worthy ol 
lo high an expectation. 


Yee are the Sanctuary , whereto 
now every man flees, w Vecher really, 


r pretendedly diſtreſſed ; Even 
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ab or Adoyjah will bee allo aking 
72s of the hornes of the Altar : - Your 
noble Wiledomes know how to di- 
ftinguith of men 'and actions , and 
your inviolable Juſtice knowes to 


award cach his own. 
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Many things there are doubrleſſe, 
which you finde worthy of aſcaſona- 
wa e reformation, both in Church and 
. Neither can it be otherwile, bur 
that in a pampered full body, diſeaſes 
will grow through reſt. Ponds that 
are Mo me ſcoured \W11 lle aſtly gather 
mud . metals, ruſt; andt thoſe patients 
that h ave inu; ed themlclves ro a let 
courle of medicinall evacuations, it 
they intermir their {prings and falls, 
tall into teverous diltempers; Not, 
that {upreme,and immealately-lubor- 
dinate Authority hath in the meane | 

ne been Wanting to its charge ; 

"Fs 

ay, 
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Surely , a vvee W ould ſuppoſe 
Princes to be Gods, we cannatthink 
they can know all things : Of neceſsi- 
ty they mult look with others eyes, and 
heare with others cares, and be infor- 


med by others tongues , and a& by 
others hands; and vv hen all' is loan 


even the moſt regular, and caretully. 
inquiftuyc State is not like the Sunne . 
trom whole light and heat nothing i 


hid, 


[r cannot be expected that thoſe con- 
Rellations which atrend the Southerne 
Pole, ſhould take view of our Hemi- 
ſphere, or intermixe their influences 


with thoſe above our heads; Every 
agent 15 required and allowed to vvork 


within the compaſle of ics own activi- 
: Yeetherefore , who by the bene- 
fic of your diſperſed habicarions, enjoy 


the advantage of having the whole 
B King- 
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Kingdome , and all the corners of it 
within your eyes, may both clearly ſee 
all thoſe enormities , wherewirh any 
part is infeſted, (unknown to remoter 
incelligence) and can beſt judge to ap- 
ply meer remedies therennta. Neither 
can itbe , butthar thole eyes of yours, 
which have beene privately vigilant 
within the places ot your ſeverall a- 
bodes, muſt needs (not without much 
regret) in this your publique Meeting, 
take notice of the milerable diſorders 
of fo many vicious and mil-affeted 


perlons ,as have thruſt themlelves upon 
your COgn1zance. 


W'hiles the  Orthodaxe part in 
this whole Realme, hath '( to: the 
praile of their patience) been quietly 
hlent, as ſecurely conſcious of their 
own right, and innocence, how many 
turzous and malignant ſpirits every 

where 


 —— ——  —  . ——— —  - —— —_—_— cc 


An bumble Remonſtrance. 


where "OP burſt forth into ſ(clande- 
rous libels, bitter Paſquines , raili: ng 
Pamphlecs? (under wvhich more preſles 
than one have groaned ) wherein they 
have endeavoured , through the ſides 
ot lome milliked perſons , ro wound 
that ſacred Government,which (by the 
joynt-contelsion of all reformed Di- 
vines ) derives it lelte from the times 
of the bleſſed Apoſtles, withour any 
interruption,(without the contradicti- 
on of any one Congregation in the 
Chriſtian world ) unto this preſent 
age » Wherein,, as no doubt their 
lewd boldneſſe hath been extreemely 
offenſive to your wiledomes, and pic- 
ty , lo may it pleale you to checke this 
daring, and mil-groundeg i inlolence of 
theſe Libellers, and by ſome ſpeedy 
Declaration ler the world know, 
how much you deteſt chis their ek. 


cious, or 1gnorant preſumption , and 
B 2 by 
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by ſome needfull Ac to put a prelent 
reſtraint upon the wilde and lawleſle 
courſes of all their factious combina- 
tions abroad , and enterpriſes of this 


'kinde. 


And if you finde it paſſe for one of 
the maine acculations againit ſome 
grear perſons , now queſtioned before 
you, that they endeavoured to alter the 
forme of the eſtabliſhed government 
of the Common-wealth - hovy can 
thele Pamphleters {ſcem worthy of bue 
an ealte cenſure ; which combine 
their counlels and praQtices, for the 
changing otthe letled form of the go- 
vernment of the Church ? Since, if 
Antiquity may be the rule , the civill 
Pohr1e hath ſometimes varied the (a- 
cred, never; And if originall Authori- 
ty may carry it; that came from arbi- 
trary impolers , this , from men. inſpi- 

xed, 
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red, and from them in an unqueſtio. 


nable clearnefſe derived tous : Andif 


thoſe be branded for Incendiaries, 
which are taxed of attempting to in- 
troduce ney formes of adminiftrari- 
on, and rules of Divine worſhip into 


our neighbour Church, hovv ſhall 


thoſe boute-ferx of ours eſcape , that of. 
fer to doe thele offices to'our owne 7 
the (everall, and daily variable projets 
wherof, are not worthy of your knovw- 
ledge, or our confuration ;| Ler me have 
leayetoinflance in twohe prime ſub- 
jects of their quarrel, and contradiftion, 


Leitourgie, and Epiſcopacy. 


The Licurgic of the Church of &1- 
2land hath been hichento eſteemed. fa- 
cred , reverently uſed by holy Martyrs, 
daily frequented by devour Prore- 
Qants, as thar, wnich more than once 


hath been allowed and confirmed: by 
B3 the 
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the Edidts of religious Princes, and by 

your own Parliamentary AQts ; and 

bur lately , being tranilared into other 

Languages , hath been entertained 

abroad, with the great applaule of for- 

raigne Divines and Churches, Yet, 

| now , beginsto complain of {corn at 
| home : 'The matter 1s quarrelled by 
ſome che Forme by orhers,the Vie of x 
by both : That which was never be- 
fore heard of in the Church of God , 
whether levviſhor Chrft}an, the ve- 
ry preſcription of the moſt holy devo-, 
tion offendeth. Surely, our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, and, his gracious Fore-runner ; 
were (o farre from this nevy Divinity , 
as that they plainly caught that, vvhich 
theſe men gain-ſay ; a direct forme of 
ReeS luch , as;that part of the 
rame preſcribed by our Saviour , vyas 
compoled of thoſe formes of devotion 
which have been fance uſuall with the 


lewes; 
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lewes,; And indeed Gods people ever 
fince Moſes his dayes conſtantly praRi- 
ſed a ler forme; and pur it over unto the 
times of the Golpell; under w®> whiles 
it 15 ſaid thar Peter and hbn went up to 
the Temple at the ninth houre of pray- 
er , wee Know the prayer wherewirh 
they joyned , was nor of an extempo- 
rary , and ſudden conception, but of a 
regular preſcription; and ſuch as thoſe 
or the like formes whereof are yer ex- 
rant, and ready to bee produced : And 
the Evangelicall Church , ever ſince, 
thought itcould' never better improve 
her peace, and happineſle,than in com- 
poſing thoſe religious models of invo- 
cation and thankſgiving ; which they 
have traduced unto us : And can'yee 
then with patience think , that any in- 
genuous Chriſtian ſhould bee fo ftarre 
miſ-rranſported, as to condemne a 
good prayer , becaule as it is in his 

heart. 
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heart, ſo it1s in his book too? Farbe ir 
from me to diſhearten any good Chri- 
{tian from the ule of conceived prayer, 
in his private devorions ; and upon oc- 
caſien allo, in the publique, I would 
hate to be guilry of pouring ſo much 
water upon the |pirit, to which I ſhall 
gladly-adde oyle rather; No; let the 
tull ſoule freely poure out it ſelfe in gra- 
cious exprelsions of its holy thoughts, 
incothe bolome of the Almighty : Let 
both che ludden flaſhes 'of our quick 
cjaculations, and the conſtant flames 
of our more fixed conceptions mount 
up from the altar of a zealous heart , 
unto the Throne of Grace; and if there 
be ſome ſtops or lolecilmes in the fer- 
vent utterance of our private wants, 
theſe arelo far fro being offenſive, that 
they are the moſtplealing Muſique to 
the eaxes of that God, 1into whom our 


prayers come : Let them be broken off 


with 
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with ſobs, and ſighes, and incongrui- 
tits of our delivery, our good God is 
ng othervvile aftc&ted to this imperlect 
elocution, vhen an indulgent Parent is 
ro the clipped, and broken language of 
his deare childe, which is mote de- 
lightfull co him then any others 
{ſmooth Oratory ; T his is not to be op- 
poled in another,by any man that hath 
found t! e true operation of this grace 
in himſelf : Bue in the mean time, 
let the publique formes of the lacred 
Church- Licurgic have its due honour , 
Letthis, by the power of your Autho- 
ritie be re-inforced, as that which be- 
ing lele&ted , out of ancient models, 
not Roman, bur Chriſtian) and con- 
trived by the holy Martyrs, and Con- 
fefſors of the blelled Reformation of 
Religion, hath received abundant ſup- 
ply of ſtrength, both from the zealous 
recommendation of foure moitreligi- 
C ous 
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ous Princes, and your own molt firme 
and peremptory eſtabliſhment ; A. 
mong{t which powerfull induce. 
ments, that is worthy of no ſleight 
conſideration, which | humbly tencer 
unto you , from the judgement of the 
learnedſt King that ever {ate upon this 
Throne, or (as 1 verily think) fince So. 
lomons time, upon any other ; King 
lames of bleſſed memory, who (hovv- 
ever miſcalledged by ſome, as letting 

fall ranges ſpeeches concerning 
this ſubjeR) after a ſolemne hearing 
of thoſe exceptions, which were taken 
by ſome againſt this open forme of 
Common-prayer, (8s it is called in 
Queen Elizabeths Act for uniformitie) 
ſhurs up in his Proclamation given at 
Weſtminſter, the fifth of March, in the 
firſt yeer of hisraign, with theſe words, 
* And laſt of all, We admoniſh all 
* men, that hereafter they ſhall not ex- 
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pect or attempt any farther alteration © 
into theCommon and publike form *© 
of Gods ſervice, from this, which is .. 
now eſtabliſhed , For that,neither will c. 
Wegive way to any, to preſume, that « 
Our ovn judgement having determi. << 
ned in a matter of this weight, ſhall be © 
ſwayed to alteration , by the frivolous ** 
ſuggeſtion of any light ſpirit, Neither ,. 
are We ignorant of the inconveniences «« 
that do ariſe in Government, by ad. « 
mitting innovation in chings once ſet. © 
led by mature deliberation: And hovv ” 
neceſſary it is to uſe conſtancy in the ,, 
upholding of the publique determina « 
tions of States ; for that ſuch is the un- «« 
quictneſle, and unſtedfaſtneſſe of ſome © 
diſpoſitions , aftefting every year nevy © 
forms of things , as, if they thould be _ 
followed in their unconftancy, woull .. 
make all ations of State , ridiculous c« 
and contemptible ; whereas the ſted- «« 
G0 falt © 
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An bumble 'Remon! France, 
« faſt maintaining of things, by good 
* adviſe eſtabliſhed, is the vweale of all 
«* Common-wealths, 


Thus , that great Oracle of Wile- 
dome, and Learning, whom lbeſcech 
you ſuppoſe, that you (till heare dire- 
Eting this prudent and religious advile 
to your preſent cares ; and conſider 
how requitite it is for you, out of the 
realon both of State, and pietie, torelt 
in that his ſound, and exquilitejudge- 
ment. As for thoſe particularities of 
exceptions which have bcen taken by 
ſome at certain paſſages of that Book, 
they have more then once received full 
latisfation , by other pens: Let me 
only ſay thus much, 1 hat were the 
Readers but as charicable, as the Con- 
rrivers vere religioully devoute, thoſe 
quarrels had either never beea raiſed, 
or had ſoone died, alone : Oh ſuffer 

not 


—— — — —<— <— ee mm — — —— "I —_-— yy —  -—_— 


CAN humble KRemon trance. 


_——— — — — — —— 


not then, 1 beleech you, this holy form 
of Gods Service, to be expoſed to the 
proud contempt of ignorant, andill- 
afteted perlons, maintain, and beare 
up the pious acts of your godly prede- 
cellors; yea, make good your own : 
And if our holy Martyrs heretofore 
vvent to keaven with a Lirany in their 
mouth , Let not an ill adviſe] nevv- 
fangleneſle be ſuffered to put ſcorn up» 
on that, wherein they thouzht them- 


ſelves happy. 


As for that forme of Epiſcopall Go. 
yernment, which hath hitherto obrai- 
ned inthe Church at God, I conſefle, 
[ am confounded in myſelf, toheare 
with vehat unjult clamours, it is cried 
down abroad, by either weak, or fa- 
ious perſons ; of either, | or/ both 
which, I may well take up that word 
of our Saviour, Father forgive them, for 

= 3 they 
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they know not what they do :Surely,could 
thoſe look with my eyes, they wonld 
ire cauſe to be thoroughly aſhamed of 
this their injurious miſ-conceit, and 
ſhould beforced to conteſle;that never 
any good caule had more- reaſon to 
complain of a wrongtull proſecution ; 
Were this Ordinance meerly humane, 
and Eccleſiaſticall, if there could no 
more be laid for ir, but that it is excee- 
ding ancieat, of more than 1500 yeers 
Randing, and that it hath continued in 
this Iland, ſince the firſt plantation of 
the Golpel, to this preſent day, without 
contradiction: A man would think 
this were enough plea to challenge a 
reverent relpect,. and an Immunity 
from all thoughts of alteration ; For, 
even nature it ſelf teaches us to riſe u 

before the hoar-head ; and hath 
wrought in us aſecret honour, even to 
the very outward gravity of age; and 
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juſt policie teaches us,not caſ1ly to give 
way to the change of thoſe things , 
which long uſe, and many Lavves 
have firmly eſtabliſhed, as neceſlary,or 
benehciall. 


Yea, the wiſedome of the ancient 
Grectans went ſo farre,asto forbid the 
removall of 4 well ſetled evill ; But, if 
religion teach us better things, andrtell 
us, that nothing morally evill, can be 
{crled well : and being, however, ſer. 
led, had the more need to be (after too 
long delay) removed ; Yet right rea- 
ſon, and ſoundexperience informe us, 
that things indifferent, or good, having 
been by continuance, and generall ap- 
probation well rooted in Church, or 
State; may not upon light grounds be 
pulled up : But, this holy calling fer- 
ches its pedegree higher, eyen from no 


| lefſe, then Apoſtolicall ; (@nd therefore, 
in 
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in that right, Divine) inſticution; For, 
alchough thoſe things which the 
Founders and prime Governours of 
the Euangelicall Church diJ, as men, 
went no turther ten their own per- 
ſons, . yer, what they did as Apoſtles,is 
of an higher and more lacred conlide- 
ration; and, it as Apoltolike men,they 
did, upon occaſton,enact lume rempo- 
rary things,vvhich vere to dic wich,or 
betore them, yet, thole things which 
they ordained for the ſucceeding ad- 
miniſtration of the Church which 
they ſhould leave behindethem, in all 
eſlentiall matters, can be no otherwiſe 
conſtrued, then as exemplary, and per- 
pertuall, 


Now if to this Text, we (hall adde 
the undoubted Commentary of the 
Apoſtles own practiſes, and to this 


Commentary, we ſhall ſuper-adde 
the 


P——_ 
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the unqueſtionable gloſſe of the clear 

ra&tiſe of their immediate ſucceſſors, 
in this adminiſtration, continued in 
Chriſts Chuch to this very day, what 
ſcruple can remain in any ingenuous 
heart ? bur, if any one reſolye to conti. 
nue unſatisfied, in ſpight of reaſon, 
and all evidence of hiſtory, and will 
wilfully ſhut his eyes, with a purpoſe 
not toſee the light, chat man is paſt my 
cure, and almoſt my pity : The good 
God of heaven be mercifull to ſuch a 
miſ zealous obſtinacy : Certainly, ex. 
cept all hiſtories , all Authors fail us, 
nothing can be more plain than this 
truth : Out of them, we can , and do 
ſhew,on whom the Apoſtlesof Chriſt 
Jaid cheir hands ,, with an ackaow- 
ledgement and conveyance of Impari 
ty and Juriſdition ; we ſhew what 
Biſhops ſo ordained, lived in the times, 


of the Apoſtles; and lucceeded each 
D other, 
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other ; in their ſeverall charges, under 
theeyes and hands of the then living 
Apoſtles; We ſhewv who immediate- 
ly ſucceeded thoſe immediate ſuccel- 
ſors, in their ſeverall ſees , throughout 
all the Regions of the Chriſtian 
Church , and deduce their uninter- 
rupted Line, thorow allthe following 
ages, to this preſent day; And if there 
can be better evidence under heaven, 
for any matter of fa ( and in this 
cauſe, matter of fat ſo derived, cvin- 
ceth matter of right) let Epiſcopacy be 
for ever abandoned out of Gods 
Church, Bur if theſe be (as they are) 
certain and irrefragable , Alas , what 
ſtrange fury poſſeſſeth the minds of ig- 
norant,unſtable men, that they ſhould 
thus headily deſire,and ſue to ſhake oft 
fo ſacred, and vwcll grounded an Inſti- 
tation / 


But 
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But | hear vvhat they ſay;lt is not the 
office of Epiſcopacy thatdilpleaſes, bur 
the quality : The Apoſtles Biſhops,and 
ours, were two; I heirs was no other 
then a parochiall Paſtor, a preaching 
Presbyrer withour inequality, wichour 
any rule over his brethren, Ours claims 
an eminent ſuperiority , whether in a 
diſtinct order, ordegree; and a pow cr 
of Ordination, Jurildition,unknown 
tothe Primitive times. Alas,alas, how 
good people may be abuſed by miſ- 
information ! Hear, I beleech you, the 
words of truth and confidence, If our 
Biſhops challenge any other {piricuall 
powerthea was by Apoltolique Au- 
thority delegated unto, and required 
of Timothy,and Titws,and the Angels of 
the ſeven Aſian Churches, (ſome 
whereof are known to us by name) 
let them be diſclaimed as ulurpers; 


and if we do not ſhevv, out of the ge- 
D 2 aumne 
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nuine and undeniable writings of 
thole holy men, which lived both in 
the times of the Apo'tles and ſome 
yeers ater them, ard converled with 
them, as their bjeſſe.| tellow-labuu- 
rers, acleare and received diftinCtion, 
both of the names and offices of the 
Biſhops, Presbyters, and Deacons, as 
three diftin ſubordinate Callings, in 
Gods Church, vith an evident ſpecifi- 
cation of the duty and charge belon. 
ging toeach of them; Letthis claimed 
Hierarchy, be for ever hooted out of 
the Church : And it the bounty of 
religious Princes have thought meee 
to grace this ſacred tunftion, with 
ſome acceſſion of titles, and mainte- 
nance; far be it from us to think, thar 
the fubltance and cſentiall parts of thar 
Calling is ought impaired , or altered, 
by fuch gracious munificence , And 
akhough (as the world goes ) thele ho- 
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nors cannot ballance the contempt of 
thoſe eminent places ; and that por. 
tion (which is now made hereditary 


ro the Church) cannot, in the molt of 


chele dignities , (after all deductions) 
boaſt of any luperfluicie, yer (fuch as 
they are) if any man have lo little grace, 
and power of ſelf-government, as to 
be puffed up wi:h pride, or tranſported 
toan immoderation inthe ule of theſe 
adyentiiious favours; the (in is perſa- 
nall, the calling free; which may be, 
and is managed by others, with al 
humble ſociableneſſe, hoſpirall fruga- 
licie, con{cionable improvement of all 
meanes and opportunities to the good 


of Gods Church. 


[ may not yetdiſſemble,that,wohiles 
we plead the divincright of Epiſcopa- 
cie, a double: ſcandall is raken,by men, 
othervviſe not unjudicious, and caſt 

D 3 upon 
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upon us from the uſuall ſuggeſtions of 
ſome late Pamphleters ; The one, that 
we. have deſerted our former Tenet, 
not without the great prejudice of So- 
veraignty;for,vwhereas ve were wont 
to acknowledge the deriving of our 
Tenure, as in fee, from the beneficent 
hand of Kings, and Princes ; novwv as 
either proudly, or uogratefully caſtin 
off that juſt dependance, and bebol. 
diogneſſe, we ſtand upon the claim of 
our Epiſcopacy , from adivine Origi- 
nall : The other,that,vvhiles ve labour 
to defend the divine right of our Epi- 
ſcopacy, we ſeem to caſt a dangerous 
imputation upon thoſe Reformed 
Churches, which want that Govern- 
ment ; Both which, muſt be ſhortly 
cleared, 


The former had never been found 
worth objeRting, if men had wiſely 
learned 
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earned to conſider, how little incom- 

atibleneſle there is in this caſe,of Gods 
AR,and the Kings; both of them have 
their proper obje&, and extent: The 
office is from God theplace, and ſta- 
tion, and power, whercin that office is 
exerciſed, is from the King ; it is the 
=_ that gives the Biſhoprick, it is 
God that makes the Biſhop ; Where 
was it ever heard of, that a Soveraigne 
Prince claimed the power of _ 
ningaPaſtorin the Church? this is de- 
rived from none, but ſpiricuall hands: 
On the other fide, who but Princes 
can take upon them, to have powerto 
. ere, and diſpole of Epilcopall Sees, 
within their own Dominions ? Ir is 
with a King,and a Bifhop, as with the 
Patron, and the Incumbent : The Pa- 
tron gives the Benehce to his Clerk, 
but pretends notto give him Orders; 


That this man is a Miniſter , be hath 


from 
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from his Dioceſan ; that he is Beneh- 
ced , he hath from his Patron ; Whiles 
he acknowledgeth his Orders from the 
Reverend hands of his Biſhop, doth 
he derogare ought from the bounty of - 
a Patrons tree preſentation ? No other- 
wile is ic with Epiſcopacy ; which 
thankfully profeſſes to hold at once 
from God and the King, Irs calling, 
of God, itsplace and exerciſe of Juril- 
diction,of the King: And it itbe ob- 
jected, that both the former and the 
Modern Divines, both abroad, and at 
home, borrowing S. Zeromes phrale, 
have held the ſuperiority of Biſhops 
over Presbyters, to be grounded rather 
upon the cultome of the Church, then 
any appointment of Chriſt, I muſt an- 
ſwer; Firſt, chat we cannot preſcribe 
to other mens thoughts ; vwwhen all is 
laid, men willtake liberty, (and who 
can hindcr it? ) co abound in their 
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own ſenſe: Bur ſecondly, if they ſhall 
orant (as they ſhall be forced) that this 
cuſtome was of the Church Apoſtoli- 
call, and had its riſe, with the know- 
ledge, approbartion, practiſe of thoſe 
inlpired Legates of Chriſt, and was 
from their very hands recommended 
to the then preſent, and lublequent 
Church, for continuance, there 1s no 
ſuch grear diflonance in the opinions, 
as may be worthy of a quarrell. 


The ſecond, is intended to raile en- 
vy againſt us, as the uncharicable cen- 
ſurers, and condemners of thoſe Re- 
tormed Churches abroad, which dit- 
ter from our Government : Wheretn, 
wedo juſtly complain of a iclanderous 
alperlicn caſt upon us; We love and 
honour thole Siſter-Churches, as the 
dear Spoule of Chriſt , we blefle God 
forthem,; and we doe heartily with 
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unto them that happineſle in the part- 
nerſhip of our adminiſtration, which, 
I doubr nor, but they doe no lefle hear- 
tily wiſh unto themlelves. 
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but whar is all this faire complement, 
if our act condemne them, if our very 
" Tenet exclude them ? for, if Epiſcopa- 
| cy ſtand by Divine right, what C 
: 
| 


' | Good words, you will perhaps ſay, 
| 


comes of thoſe Churches that want it 2 
Malice and 1gnorance are met toge- 
ther in this unjuſt aggravation : Firſt, 
our polition is onely athrmative . im- 


y plying the juſtihableneſſe, and holi- 
neſle of an Epiſcopall calling, withour 

| 4 any further implication : Next, when 
| 4 we ipeak of Divine right, we meane 
$4 not an expreſle Law of God,requiring 


ie upon the ablolute neceſsiry of the be- 
ing of a Church(what hinderances (o- 
ever may interpole) but a Nivine inſti- 

tion, 


= 


tution, warranting it where itis, and 
requiring it where 1t may be had; Eve- 
ry Churchtherefore, which is capable 
of this forme of Government, both 
may, and ought to affect it, as thar, 
which is, with ſo much Authority de- 
rived from the Apoltles, to the whole 
body ot the Church upon earth, bur, 
thoſe particular Churches, ro whom 
this power and faculty is denied, loſe 
nothing of the true eflence of a 
Church, though they mille ſomething 
of their glory and perfection, whereof 
they al (61. bby the necelsity of their 
condition ; Neither are liable ro any 
more impuration, in their credit, and 
eſtceme, then an honeſt, frugall, othci- 
ous Tenant, who,notwithſtanding the 
profer of all oblequious ſervices,is tied 
to the limitations and termes of an 
hard Landlord. Bur ſo much we have 
reaſon to know, of the judgement of 
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he neighbour ( E hurches, ad here ta- 
mous Pivines, thar, if they might 
hope to live ſo long, as to ſeea tull 
freedome of option tendred unto 
them, by Soveraigne Authority, with 
all ſurable conditions, they would 
moſt gladly embrace this ous forme of 
Government : which differs lictle from 
their owne, ave, in the perpetuity of 
theit (acorn, or ) Moderator-ſhip, 
and the excluſ1on of that Lay -Presby- 
rerie, which never, till this age, had 
footing, in the Chriſtian Church. 


Neither would we deſire to choole 
any other Judges of our calling, and 
the e!orious eminence of our Church, 
log 0 erned, then the famous Profel. 
ſors of Geneva it lelfe : Learned Lefius 
for a Civilian, and for a Divine, Frede- 
the now renowned 


| Paſtor, and Reader of Divinitie in Ge- 


neva. 
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neva; who in his Dedicatory I: piltle 


before the third Partof his Dubia Eum- O! bverfatur 
m1 M CTC hry 


gelica,to the incomparable ,..z ita FccleGarum ve- 
Lord Primate ot Ireland , onny 5g ſtain pab- 
doth zealoully applaud , wont np en 1 
and congratulate unto 15, Er quamvis omni: ilareg- 
the happy,&(as he concei- _—— I, _ _ 
veth) flouriſhing eltare of Ma Fa, G2 WOOLONNS 


our Church , under this S've pr. —— erga Cc- 
clelias omnes Fitanices 
Government, magnifying affeQtus, quarum prefales 


the gl races af God in FS ampli! :Mos, Paſtores hdos, 


grevges florentes in Domino 
Biſhops thereof, and {huts EN Cane 6 


up with tervent prayers tO mnr-&c. 
God for the continuance Wv Deo tua temper <pud 


- vos confiet v!loria:-Seren!?:- 
of the Authority of the mg Reci veltro faum jus, 
Prelates of theleChurches, proatulibus tua authiorit 


l 
. . , ; : ;' *, © g 
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W. then . whiles . Geneva © rb, 
Oh then, whites Geneva [3c roncis omnibus tha 
it (elt prailcth our Govern-, lanet tas, lua tranguillitas, 


EpiR. De tie, ?. aol: 
r % 
ment, and God for it, and 5, <7" vs. eAnra 19 


prayes for the happy pcr- 


peruarion of it. let it not be ſuffered, that 


any ignorant or (pighttull Sectanies , 
E 1 {houl 
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ſhould openly in their Libels curle it, 
and malicioully brand it, with the 
termes of Unlawtfull, and Antichriſti- 
an : Your wildomes cannot but have 
found abundant reaſon to hate, and 
ſcorn this bale and unreaſonable ſug- 
geſtion ; which would neceſlarily in- 
terre, thatnot Chriſt, but Antichriſt, 
hath had the tull {way of all Gods 
Church upon earth , for thele whole 
ſixteen hundred yeares ; A blaſphemy 
which any Chriſtian heart is needs 
abhorre; And who that hath ever loo- 
kedinto either Books, or men, knows 
not, that the religious Biſhops of all 
times, are, and have been they, which 
have ſtrongly held up the. King- 
dome of Chriſt, and the fincere truth 
ot the Goſpel, againſt all the wicked 
machinations of Satan, and his Anti- 
chriſt And even amongſt our owne, 
how many of the Reverend, and Lear- 


ned 


—_— ee 


An humble Remonſtrance. 


nedFathers of the Church,now living, 
have ſpent their ſpirits, and worne out 
their lives in the powerfull oppoſition 
of that Man of (in. Conſider then be- 
leech you, what a ſhametull injuſtice it 
is, in theſe bold (clanderers, to caſt up- 
on theſe zealouſly-religious Prelares , 
famous for their workes ( againſt 
Rome) in forraigne parts, the guilt of 
thar, which they have ſo meritoriouſ] 

and convincingly oppoled.lt this oy 
juſtdefence may ſarishethem || ſhal for 
their ſakes rejoyce ; Bur,it they ſhall ei- 
ther with the wilfully-deate Adder 
ſtop their eares, or againſt the light of 
their owne conſciences, (our of private 
reſpects) beare up a known error of 
uncharitableneſle, this very paper (hall 
one day bean evidence againſt them, 
before the dreadfull Tribunall of the 


Almighty. 
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W hat ſhould I urge in Gran others, 
the caretull peaceable, paintull, conlci- 
onable managing of their charges, to 
the great glory of God, and comfor of 
his Hichfull people?And it whiles thele 
challenge a due reſpect from all well- 
minded Chr i[tians, | ome others heare 
ill, (how deſerv edly,God knows, and 
will in due time manifeſt) yer, why 
ſhould an holy calling lufter * why 
ſhould the faults (if ſuch be) of lome, 
diffuſe their blame to all ? Farre, tar we 
know 1s this, from the approved inte- 
ority of your noble Juſtice, whiles in 
the mean time, (unleſle your jult check 
doc ſeaſonably remedy it) the impetu- 
ous and undiſtinguiſhing vulgar are 
ready lo toinvolveall, as to make in- 
nocence it ſelta ſin; and (which Iam 
amazed to think of ) dare lay, and 
write, The better man, the worſe Biſhop. 


And 
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And now, fincel am taln upon dai Y 
ſubject, give me leave | beleech you, to. 
profelle, with how bleeding an heart , [ 
heare of the manifold andals of lome of 
the inferiour Clergy, prelented ro your 
view,from all parts; I 15 the milery, and 
ſhame of this C hurch it they be -ſofoul As 
they are [uggeſted ; bur, if I durſt prelume 
ſo far, [ ſhould, in the bow ells of Chriſt, 
beſeech you (upon the finding ot fo hate- 
ful enormities)to g give meleaveto pur you 
in mind, of the charitable example of our 
religious Conſtantine, in the like caſe; you 
cannot dillike lo gracious 4 parrerne ; { 

lead not for their impunity , let them 
(within the ſphere of their offence) beare 
their own ſin; Bur oh, torbid to have 
told in Gath, or publiſhed 1 inthe (treets of 
Aſcalon , Your wiſedomes well fee, under 
what m alionant eyes weare, of oppoſi Ire 
Spectarors; What a death iris, tothink of 
the ſport, and ady antage theſe watchful 


enemics will be ſure to make of our fins, 
F ans 
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Frno- and ſhame? W Vhac exprobrations, what 


ftris pin- 


enelc unrt 


rriumphs of theirs, will hence enſue ? 


monitra Thele, and all ne OUr CAres are nou le- 


Fl uns. 
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curely caſt upon your exquilite prudence, 
and goodnelle ; The very mention of our 
feares,whiles ye ſit, had need to crave par- 
don of preſumption; Bur withallto take 
down the inlolence of thole envious In- 
lulrers, it may pleale you to giv e me leave 
totell them, thar, however, in ſo nume- 
rous a multicude, there be found lome 
foully vicious, (as there is noPomegranate 
wherein me grains are not rotten, and 
even in twelve there is one ludas) yet, up- 
on a juſt ſuryay, it will betc » |, thatno 
one Clergy inthe whole Chriſtian world, 
yeelds fo many eminent Scholars learned 
Preachers, grave,holy, and accompliſhed 
Divines, as this Church of England doth 
atthis day; And long, and ever may it 
thus Aourith, as it ſurely ſhall (through 
Gods blefing) whiles the bountitull in- 
couragements of Learning, and ingenu- 
ous 
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ous education are happily continated cO It; 
And the more, when thoſe luxuriant 
boughes of diſorder and debauchedneſle, 


are through juſtcenſures ſealonably lop- 


ped off, 


Bur ſtay ; Where are we, or what is this 
we ſpeak of,or to whom # W hiles I men- 
tion the Church of England, as thinking it 
your honour, and my own,to be the pr 0- 
feſſed ſons of ſucha Mother, [ am now 
raughta new Divinity,and, bidden to ask, 
Which Church we mean ? My ſimpliciry 
never thought of any more Churches of 
England but one; Now this very dayes- 
wiler dilcovery els us of more; There is 
a Prelaticall Church (they ay) for one; 
and, which is the other ? Surely it 1s mM 
young, that as yer,it hath no name ; except 
we {hall call ir indefinitely, as the Jews 
were wontto ſtylethe creature they could 
not abide to mention, T hat other thing ; 

\nd whatthing ſhal that be,cthinkwe?Let 
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it Ee called, if you pleaſe, the Church An- 
riprelaticall ; bur leave Enoland out of the 
Nyle; Let itrakea larger denomination, 
and extend ©o our friends at Amſterdam, 
and elſewhere,and not be confined to our 
England: Withall let them be putin mind, 
that they muſt yer think of another ſubdi- 
viſion of this diviſion ; {ome there are 
(they. know) which can becomtent to ad- 
mit of an orderly {ubordination of leye- 
rallPariſthes to Presbyrer! ies, & rhole again 
tro Synods ; others are all for a Parochiall 
abſolureveſl, and independence; Yea, 
and of theſe, there will tea diviſion, in 
ſemper diviſibilia . till they come to very 
Atomes : for to which of thoſe ſcores of 
ſeparated Congregations, knowne to be 
within and about theſe walls will they be 
joyned ? and how long withour a further 
{ciflure 2 Oh God, w here doe men ſtay, 
when they are once paſt the true bounds? 
Bur if ir be (o, that the Prelaricall part 
mult needs make up one divident mem- 


ber 
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ber of this Engliſh Church; tell me, bre- 
thren, I beleech you, w har arethe boun- 
ders of this Church? what the diſtin&tion 
of the Proteſlors and Religion ? and, if 
the clients of the Prelacy, and their adhe- 
rents, (whole leveral! choulands are pun- 
Qually calculated) be they who make up 
this Prelaticall Church, what grounds of 
faith, what new Creed doe they hold,dif- 
ferent from their neighbours? what Scrip- 
cures, What Baprilme , what Euchariſt, 
what Chriſt, what heay en, what meanes 
of lalvation other then the relt ? Alas,my 
brethren, whiles we doe tully agree in all 
theſe, and all other Doctrinall and Practi- 
call points of religion; why will ye be 
ſo uncharitable, as by thele friv olous 
and caullefle div ifions, ro rend the leam- 
leſſe coat of Chriſt ? Is ita Title,or a Reti- 
nue, or a Ceremony, a garment, or a c0- 
Jour, or an Organ-pipe, that can make us 
2 different Church ,whiles we preach ard 
profeſle the lame ſaving Truth, whiles 
F3 we 
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we deſire (as you proteſle to doe)to walk 
conſcionably with our God,according to 
that onerule of the Royall Law of our 
Maker ; whiles we oppole one and the 
ſame common enemy, whiles we unfai- 
nedly indeavour to hold the unity of che 
Spirit in the bond of peace? Oh conſider, 
[ beſeech you inthe feare of God, conſi- 
der, whether thele be the thoughts of the 
ſons of peace, and ſuch as are lutable to 
the charge, and legacy of our deare Savi- 
our, and think ſertoully from wha {pirit 
they proceed ; Forus, we make no diffe- 
rence at all (inthe right and intereſt of the 
Church) berwixt Clergy and Laity, be- 
ewixtthe Clergy and Laity of one parr, 
and another; we are all your true bre- 
thren ; we are one with you, both in heart 
and brain ; and hope to meet you inthe 
lame heaven ; bur if yee will needs bee 
otherwile minded, we can but bewaile 
the Churches miſery, and yourſin; and 
{hall beſcech God to be mercitull co your 


willing 
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willing and uncharitable ſeparation, 
Howloever, [ have freed my loule before 
my God, in the conſcience of this juſt ex- 
poſtulation, and faithfull adviſe. 


What remains, but that I poure out my 
heart in my fervent, and dayly prayers to 
the Father of all mercics, that it would 
pleaſe him to inſpire this Great Counlell, 
wich all wiledome from above, and 
crown this great meeting with the blel- 
ſing of all happy lucceſle,ſo as itmay pro- 
duce much glory to his own name,much 
complacency and contentment to his 
deare Anointed, comfort to all good 
hearts, terror to his enemies, leaſonable 
reſtraint toall infolence and faction, pre- 
vention of all Innovations; and laſtly, a 
firm peace and lertlement tothis Church 
and Common-wealth, and to all other 
his Majelties Dominions ? Which God 

rant forthe ſake of the Son of his love, 
Telus Chriſt the righteous. Amen. Amen. 
FINIS. 
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